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We are a sub-committee of the 
Laurentian Chamber of Commerce



VISION STATEMENT

Partner with the Virginia community to 
ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘ ǊŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

Comprehensive Plan regardingLand Use and 
Development



MISSION STATEMENT

Support beautification and preservation 
ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘƛǾŜǎ ŎƻƴǎƛǎǘŜƴǘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ /ƛǘȅΩǎ 

Comprehensive Plan as it relates to land use, 
park-recreation-trails, and environmental 

protection.



STRATEGIES

ÅImprove water quality to promote future 
recreational usage for on-water, in-water and 
shorelineland use activities and improve 
aesthetics of our Lakes.

ÅSustain and enhance our lakes fisheries.



STRATEGIES

ÅEnhance community cooperation and 
awareness through collaborative actions with 
the City of Virginia, community groups and 
private citizens.

ÅWork in conjunction with Federal, State, and 
County agencies to explore programs and 
resources supportive of our overall objectives.



ÅLakes Water Quality

ÅBeautification/Preservation/ Enhancement   

SUB-COMMITTEES



Beautification/Preservation/
Enhancement Sub-committee

Objectives

-High Priority-

ÅLƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƳǇƭƛŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ά{ŎƻƻǇ ǘƘŜ tƻƻǇέ 
regarding animal waste and dog walkers

Å±ƻƭǳƴǘŜŜǊ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ tƭŀƴǘŜǊέ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ÅRe-utilization of the beach area



-Medium Priority-

ÅSignage for boat landing and greater 
utilization of the lakes by watercraft.

ÅSafety issues with 3rd Street North concerning 
the walkway and motor vehicle access.



SUCCESSFUL PROJECTS/COLLABORATIONS
1989 ςcurrent

ÅThe "Field of Dreams" ballpark located at 9th

Avenue and 3rd StreetSouth.

ÅLighted/paved walkway around Virginia (Baileys) 
Lake.

ÅRainy Lake Gazebo located at 9th Avenue and 3rd

StreetSouth.

ÅCoordinated efforts with MN DNR for fishery 
studies of Silver and Virginia Lakes.



ÅCoordination of the water research project on both 
lakes with the Large Lakes Observatory in Duluth.

ÅRe-planking of the trestle on Virginia (Baileys) Lake.

ÅCoordination of the Silver Lake Fishing Dock project.

ÅAnnual Lakes Clean up projects each year since 
1989.



ÅCommunity Education Awareness of our lakes 
watershed area - distributed over 5000 packets in our 
door to door campaign.

ÅCity of Virginia and MineView entrance enhancement 
projects.

ÅQuad City signage for Virginia, Eveleth, Mt. Iron and 
Gilbert.

Å{ƛƭǾŜǊ [ŀƪŜ ά[ƻƻƴέ ƻōǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǊŜŀ ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ŦǊƻƳ 
Mesabi College.



Å.ŜƴŎƘ άǊŜǎǘ ŀǊŜŀǎέ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ōƻǘƘ ƭŀƪŜǎΦ

ÅDowntown flower basketinitial purchase.  

Å{ǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ 9ƭŜƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ άhǳǘŘƻƻǊ 
/ƭŀǎǎǊƻƻƳέ tǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ

Å5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ {ƘƻǊŜƭƛƴŜέ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
both lakes with enthusiastic business, group and 
citizen participation in 2008.



ÅRotary Park and the "Sawyer" sculpture project.

Åнллф ōǊƛŎƪ ǇŀǾŜǊ άŜŘƎƛƴƎέ ǿŀǎ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŜŘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ 
ǿŜǎǘŜǊƭȅ ά.Ŝǎǎ aŜǘǎŀ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ DŀǊŘŜƴέΦ 

Åнлмл 5ŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƳǇƭŜƳŜƴǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ά!ŘƻǇǘ ŀ 
tƭŀƴǘŜǊέ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ŦƻǊ ср ǇƭŀƴǘŜǊǎ ƛƴ ор ƭƻŎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
with business, group and Citizen participation.

Åнлмл ά{ŎƻƻǇ ǘƘŜ tƻƻǇέ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ 
awareness campaign targeting the walking path 
ŀǊƻǳƴŘ .ŀƛƭŜȅΩǎ [ŀƪŜ ƛƴ ŎƻƴŎŜǊǘ ǿƛǘƘ wƻƻǎŜǾŜƭǘ 
Elementary.



Completed 5 major water quality studies

ïLake water quality and storm water runoff: Northeast Technical 
Services/HDR

ïChemical and flow analysis of storm water runoff: Northeast Technical 
Services/MPCA

ïLead levels in water columns and sediments near the Trap Club area:  
Northeast Technical Services/City of Virginia 

- нллу ά¢ƘŜ .ƭǳŜƎƛƭƭ ƻŦ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΣ aƴΥ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ /ƻƳǇŀǊƛǎƻƴ ƻŦ 
.ƭǳŜƎƛƭƭ tƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƛƴ {ƛƭǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ [ŀƪŜǎέΥ Steve Pellinen, Bemidji 
State University Dept. Aquatic Biology 

- 2009-10 Baseline Summer Water Quality Monitoring,  Silver Lake 
Beach and Recreation Area Proposed Beach: E. coli, Mercury, and 
Lead. Dan Engel, Northeast Technical Services



The Bluegill of Virginia, MN:  
Assessment and Comparison of Bluegill Populations

in Silver and Virginia Lakes
by Steven Pellinen

Aquatic Biology Department
Bemidji State University

2008

Åάaŀƴȅ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘǎ ŎƭŀƛƳ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƪŜǎ ŀǊŜ 
unhealthy, and that the fish are unsafe to eat.
Most residents of Virginia, MN have this 
perception and avoid fishing and consuming 
any fish from these lakesΦέ

Åά¢Ƙƛǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŀǎǎŜǎǎŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ 
bluegill in Virginia, and Silver Lakes in Virginia, 
abΦέ  



The Bluegill of Virginia, MN: 
Assessment and comparison of Bluegill populations in Silver and Virginia Lakes

Steven Pellinen 2008

ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘŀƴǘ Řŀǘŀ ŎƻƭƭŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ 
both lakes are producing larger and healthier 
populations than what is expected of lakes this 
size.  These results suggest that there is no 
reason for the continued neglect of these lakes 
ōȅ ŀƴƎƭŜǊǎΦέ

Dr. Debbie Guelda, Professor

Aquatic Biology Department

Bemidji State University



2009-10 BASELINE WATER QUALITY MONITORING
SILVER LAKE BEACH & RECREATION AREA

NTS Project # 8125.08

άThis report documents the methods, 
observations, and analytical results of the 
baseline monitoring, and compares the results 
to the water quality requirements specified in 
ǘƘŜ мффл ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴ ƻŦ άwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ 
ŦƻǊ .ŀǘƘƛƴƎ .ŜŀŎƘŜǎέ ό/ǳǊǊŜƴǘ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘ ƛƴ 
Minnesota) to support the re-establishment of 
a swimming beach on Silver Lake in the City of 
VirginiaΦέ





2010 BASELINE WATER QUALITY MONITORING
SILVER LAKE BEACH & RECREATION AREA

NTS Project # 8125.08

ÅAll baseline monitoring was conducted in 
accordance with the recommended and 
ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜŘ ǇǊƻŎŜŘǳǊŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘέΦ 

ÅThe baseline monitoring consisted of biweekly 
samples for a period of eight weeks done 
throughout the summer of 2009-10.



2009-10 BASELINE WATER QUALITY MONITORING
SILVER LAKE BEACH & RECREATION AREA

NTS Project # 8125.08

Conclusion:

άThe results of the monitoring indicate that 
the observed water quality at the beach 
location meets or exceeds all requirements 
listed in the Standardέ όwŜŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŜŘ 
Standards for Bathing Beaches) for water 
clarity, E. Coli, Mercury and Lead.

Northeast Technical Services, Inc.

Dan Engel

Project Manager

October 2010



Future

Å²ƛǘƘ {ŜǇǇƛΩǎ ŘŜƳƻƭƛǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀ ¢ǊŀǇ 
Club Lease coming due in 2014, a paved and 
lighted walkway around Silver lake with 
Historic Viewing sites depicting the old lumber 
mill is envisioned.

ÅPerhaps the re-ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ά{ƛƭǾŜǊ [ŀƪŜ 
.ŜŀŎƘέ ƻƴ ŀ ǎƳŀƭƭŜǊ ǎŎŀƭŜΦ



±ƛǊƎƛƴƛŀΩǎ {ƛƭǾŜǊ [ŀƪŜ .ŜŀŎƘ ŎƭƻǎŜŘ ƛƴ 
1987

Å City Budget issues, cooler summers, low attendance, change room 
deterioration, swimmers itch, ultimately led to its closure.

Å Health Dept. records nevershowed unhealthy water quality issues 
at the Silver Lake Beach at any time. St. Louis Co. Health Dept. no 
longer does any water testing.

Å Surrounding communities still maintain public swimming beaches 
from June 15 to August 15.

Half do not have Lifeguards on duty.
Half do not have change rooms.
None test their water quality for swimming. 



Buhl Beach 2010



Buhl Beach 2010


